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As we continue to witness a rapid increase of immigrants and refugees under
globalization, nation-states throughout the world are becoming more racially and ethnically
diverse within. Such change is challenging our public education system, particularly in countries
which had little consideration for students' linguistic and culturally diverse backgrounds. For
children of immigrants and refugees, access to public education is an opportunity to acquire
necessary language, knowledge, and skills to gain upward mobility in the host country and thus,
it is imperative that their rights for education be protected. However, as OECD reports, in most
of the developing countries, the first and second-generation immigrants do less well in school and
show lower sense of belonging to school, compared to native-born children. Under neoliberal
education reform and intensifying xenophobia, it appears that the barriers for children of
immigrants and refuges to obtain empowerment through education are becoming even higher in
recent years. How can we critically perceive our public education, preventing it from functioning
as a mechanism for exclusion, and instead envision it to enhance equity and integration based
on democracy?

In this symposium, we would like to invite international scholars who are experts on
the education of countries which has historically accepted immigrants and refugees, and to
discuss the issues surrounding the roles of public education. France, Canada, and Germany are
the three countries that will be presented, and we will learn about the differences as well as
similarities among these three countries in terms of the problems and solutions to constellations
of diversity in public education. As Japanese society expects more immigrants in the coming
years, learning from cases in the Western countries will help us reflect on and consider our public
education. How can we redefine public education in order to be more inclusive of linguistic and
cultural differences among children? How can we ensure equitable educational opportunity for
all? By building on theories of citizenship education as well as critical multicultural education,
we hope to construct an educational paradigm that can effectively counteract xenophobia in the
society.
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